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“I have a feeling that you're riding for some kind of a terrible, terrible fall. But I
don’t honestly know what kind... Are you listening to me?”

“Yes.”

You could tell he was trying to concentrate and all.

“It may be the kind where, at the age of thirty, you sit in some bar hating everybody

who comes in looking as if he might have played football in college.” ’
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It was written by a psychoanalyst named Wilhelm Stekel. Here’s what he—Are you
still with me?”

“Yes, sure I am.”

“Here’s what he said: ““The mark of the immature man is that he wants to die nobly
for a cause, while the mark of the mature man is that he wants to live humbly for one.””

He leaned over and handed it to me. I read it right when he gave it to me, and then
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I thanked him and all and put it in my pocket. It was nice of him to go to all that
trouble. It really was. The thing was, though, I didn’t feel much like concentrating.
Boy, I felt so damn tired all of a sudden."”
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Boy, I was shaking like a madman. I was sweating, too. When something perverty like
that happens, I start sweating like a bastard. That kind of stuff’s happened to me about
twenty times since I was a kid. I can’t stand it. **
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But what did worry me was the part about how I’d woke up and found him patting me
on the head and all. I mean I wondered if just maybe I was wrong about thinking he
was making a flitty pass at me. I wondered if maybe he just liked to pat guys on the

head when they’re asleep. I mean how can you tell about that stuff for sure? You can’t.
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Then all of a sudden, she saw some jerk she knew on the other side of the lobby. Some
guy in one of those very dark gray flannel suits and one of those checkered vests.
Strictly Ivy League. Big deal.... Old Sally kept saying, “I know that boy from some-
where.”... She kept saying that till I got bored as hell, and I said to her, “Why don’t you
go on over and give him a big soul kiss, if you know him? He’ll enjoy it.” She got sore
when I said that.... His name was George something—I don’t even remember—and he

went to Andover. Big, big deal.
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